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attraction,—approaches it, even throwing itself into
the jaws of the serpent. I have read a statement
similar to this reported in philosophic transactions;
but I do not give it credence, for all that.

The 2nd. Monsieur de Celoron spoke to the loups.
I took the bearings of our camp on the same day,
and found it to be 41° 41’ of latitude.

The 3rd. We continued our route, and we
marched, as on the first day, buried in the somber
and dismal valley, which serves as the bed of the
Ohio. We encountered on our route two small
villages of loups, where we did not halt. In the
evening, after we disembarked, we buried a 2nd plate
of lead under a great rock, upon which were to be
seen several figures roughly graven. These were
the figures of men and women, and the footprints of
goats, turkeys, bears, etc., traced upon the rock.
Our officers tried to persuade me that this was the
work of Europeans; but, in truth, I may say that in
the style and workmanship of these engravings one
cannot fail to recognize the unskillfulness of savages.
I might add to this, that they have much analogy
with the hieroglyphics which they use instead of
writing.¥

The 4th. We continued our route, always sur-
rounded by mountains,— sometimes so high that they
did not permit us to see the sun before g or 10 o’clock
in the morning, or after 2 or 3 in the afternoon.
This double chain of mountains stretches along the
Beautiful River, at least as far as riviere a la
Roche [*“ Rocky river '"]. Here and there, they fall
back from the shore, and display little plains of one
or two leagues in depth.

The 6th. We arrived at Atigué, where we found



